DEFINITION: Crime Index offenses are crimes that are considered by law
enforcement to be the most serious crimes that readily come to the attention of
police and occur with a frequency great enough to be reported as a separate
classification. Crime Index offenses are used nationally as a basis for
comparison of criminal activity. The offenses of murder and nonnegligent
manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny-theft,
motor vehicle theft, and arson comprise the Crime Index.



